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Chair’s summary of meeting held 3 November 2025
Prof Sally Holland
The fifth meeting of the independent oversight panel for the maternity and neonatal national assurance assessment took place on 3 November.
Key discussion points and decisions made were as follows:
· Panel members were presented with the latest workstream highlight reports.  It was noted that the staff experience and women, parents and families experience engagement sessions had both received a high volume of requests from people keen to take part.  It was agreed extra capacity would be sourced to ensure everyone who wants to have the opportunity to have their voice heard.  It was also emphasised that for both workstreams, people could make confidential written submissions through the website (NHS Performance and Improvement).
· The panel was informed the first stakeholder group met for the first time on 22 October.  The family consultative group is scheduled to meet for the first time tomorrow (4 November).
· I asked panel members to let me know if they had any additional questions they would like to be raised at the next stakeholder group meeting, as I am chairing these three meetings.
· Key points raised by our stakeholders included psychological safety, and inclusion and representation of marginalised communities.
· We received a report on the organisational self-assessment workstream as the deadline for health boards to submit is nearing.  The majority are in, with the final deadline, 7 November.
· It was agreed the next panel meeting would look in detail at the analysis framework and report.
[bookmark: _Hlk215225828]The next meeting will be held on 17 November 2025.
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